
North American Rendering 
2014 IPPE International Rendering Symposium 

David L. Meeker, Ph.D., MBA 
Senior Vice President, Scientific Services 



The Rendering Industry (U.S. and Canada) 

Å273 facilities in the U.S. and 29 in Canada 

Å$10 billion annual revenue 

Å25 MMT (56 billion lb.) raw material each year 

Å70 million kg raw material each day 



Essential ñGate Keeperò for People & Planet 
 



 

Å Composting  ï Volume would fill 10,000 
new Dallas Cowboy stadiums per year  

Å Landfill  ï  Volume would reduce existing 
US landfill space by 25% per year and 
increase GHG emissions  

Å Incineration  ï Cost prohibitive and has 
air quality issues  

Å Burial  ï Potential for ground and  
surface water contamination  

Å Abandonment  ï Greatest threat to 
environment and human/animal health  

Å Without  grease collections  ï Municipal 
sewers would become occluded and cost 
$millions to clean  

Critical Problems Of Other Methods Of Disposal:  

 



Rendering is Cooking and Drying 

Å Continuous flow or batch  

Å Steam cookers 

Å 115º to 145º C. for 40 to 90 

minutes (245º to 290º F.)  

Å Inactivation of bacteria, viruses, 

protozoa, and parasitic 

organisms.  



Rendering Plant 



Å 35 million cattle (49% of live wt. not used for human food) 

Å 100 million hogs (44% not used for human food) 

Å 8 billion chickens (37% not used for human food) 

Å 280 million turkeys (36% not used for human food) 

 

U.S. Animal Agriculture Annual Production 



Å2.7 billion pounds of meat and seafood lost in 

retail (spoiled, outdated) 
ï  1.9 billion pounds recycled by renderers 

 

Å4.7 billion pounds of used restaurant grease 
ï  2.4 billion pounds recycled by renderers  

Rendering Services The Food Industry 



The modern rendering industry invests heavily in 
odor control and air pollution equipment. 



The modern rendering industry invests heavily in 
modern equipment to control water pollution.  


