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                                      October 29, 2018 

 
Friends, 
 
With a full heart I share with you that I have decided the 2018-19 school year will be my last at St. 
Michael’s. I have accepted an offer to serve as the next Head of School at The Shipley School, a JK-12 
independent school of 827 students outside of Philadelphia.  
 
I have always been and remain honored to serve the St. Michael’s community. The past several years 
have been the most invigorating and rewarding of my career. To be surrounded by talented, thoughtful, 
caring, and dedicated professionals and volunteers, to work tirelessly with them day after day on behalf 
of extraordinary children and families is a rare gift -- one I’ve been blessed and humbled to receive. 
 
Like St. Michael’s, The Shipley School offers an outstanding academic program as well as a sincere and 
long-standing commitment to developing students’ social-emotional well-being. So, when I was 
approached with the prospect of expanding the impact of my work in such a setting, I listened. 
Obviously, an overwhelming consideration for Meredith and me in this very emotional decision was its 
impact on our family. We have built a life in Richmond. We and our children have formed lifelong 
friendships and been enriched by remarkable school communities. Yet, between the two of us Meredith 
and I have four parents in their eighties, whose needs have shifted since we moved from that area 
thirteen years ago. Being closer to help care for them while continuing to provide our children with an 
outstanding education makes pursuing this opportunity simply the right path for our family.  
 
I want to take this opportunity to begin what will be a long series of thank yous over the next several 
months.  The moment Meredith and I stepped on campus for a tour during the search process, we were 
greeted by a warmth that continues to this day. What all of you mean to us as parents and professionals 
is indelible. What you have done for Maggie, Fran, and Augie will stay with them throughout their lives. 
We are forever grateful.  
 
I am exceedingly proud when I tell people I work at St. Michael’s because of everything I shared above 
and because of what we have accomplished together. Working from the rock-solid foundation we 
inherited and many of you helped establish, what we are building together at St. Michael’s is inspiring. 
The buildings and campus are merely the obvious manifestations of the ONE.TOGETHER. vision, a 
vision that secures St. Michael’s mission and unique place in the Richmond educational landscape for 
years to come.  
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It remains an exciting time to be at St. Michael’s. Thus, I have deep confidence the School will attract an 
extraordinary leader worthy of such an extraordinary school. 
 
Yours most sincerely,  
 

 
 
Michael G. Turner 
Head of School 
 


